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ABSTRACT . -
Described are activities and plans of the All-Russia
Society for the Blind. Noted is the changing composition of society
membership in the direction of mure members past 60 years of age and
fever children blinded at birth or early childhood. It is reported
that all the blind who wish work are employed, and that the society
provides professional training and rational emsployment. Also reported
are production figures of the society during the last 5-year plan
period (1966-70) and production awards received by society menmbers.
Described are other activities of the society including clubs,
recreational activities, lectures, youth work, sports, publications,
and evening classes. Among social and welfare services said to be
provided are housing, summer camp facilities, medical services,
construction of eye hospitals, production of blind education
equipment, and training of dog guides. The training of leaders for
the society is explained to involve selection of qualified
administrators (89% of directors are blind) and periodic refresher
courses. Noted is the stable financial position of the society witkh
productive work ensuring solvency and an increased budget of 33% fron
1967 to 1970. It is stressed that the society's success is due to the
help given by the Communist Party and the Soviet Government. (LB)
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In accotdance with the Rules of the All-Russia Sociely
For the Bhnd (V.0.5.) an Ali-Russia Cougress of the
society is convened once every four years which discusses
the Report of the Central Board about ifs activilies. Below
we publish materials irom the Report dealing with the work
of the Society in the period between 1967-1971 and dcli-
vered al the i2th V.O.S. Congress held in Leningrad in
July 27-28, 1971.

From this matecial the reader will learn aboul the
extensive and many-sided work conducted hy lhe Society
and a considerable improvement of economic and culturaf
conditions of life of the blind in the Soviet Union and about
the main targets which the Society plans to pursue in this
direction in the near future.

The material and financial strengthening of the Society
and a considerable improvement of the welfare of the blind
were possible in our country due to the consistent attention

to tha needs of the blind on the part of tite Communist Party
and the Soviet government.

The present article offers an e.\tcnsne information about
the activities of this organisation and is intended to satisiy
the interest displayed in the work of this Society.
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1. COMPOSITION OF THE SOCIETY

I recent vears the composition of the Soviety has noti-
ceably stabilised. Witlr every vear the nuniber of the Soci-
cty’s mentbers past their 605 s increasing. The loss of
vision in early childhood and al bicth becaine a very rare
phenomenon.

Ageing of the composition ol the Society ix the general
marked tendeney todav, Statisties of the dynamies of blin-
dness show that socio-cconomic prereguistites ol blindness
have been completely Higuidated in the Soviet Union thanks
to constant improvement of people’s well-being and large-
scale public-health and =ocial insurance measures,

Today there are 179300 registered Liind persons in the
Russian Federatton: they include completely blind and
persons with a visual acuily up to 0.1 which in our country
is regarded practically as blindness, Thirty cight per cent
of the blind resides in rural arcas. 0.1 per cent are children
under seven, 6.4 per cent - young people under 18 and
nearly 40 per cent - over 60 (four vears ago this category
made up 33 per vent).,

Today in 26 out of 70 republican (autonomous), territo-
rial and regional organisations included in the All-Russia
Society more than 30 per cent of its memhers are people
over Ho.

The growing nunber of aged people demand closer
mdividual approach to them, selection ol the correct forins
of drawinge them into public activity, maximurt attenlion
to questions of their cultural @and weliare service,

Branches of the Society tonduct a very important work
of uniting atll the blind. Those who do not work are joined
into branches at the places of their residence anid all those
who work or study into branches of an enterprise of an
cducational estoblishment. These branches record all the
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blind, learn their interests, render help in their professional
traiving, {ind work for them, help with their education and
conduct cultural and mass work, Af the 1,139 bravehes in
the Russian Federation, 266 a-e production.

In recent years more and more members of the Society
are drawn into public work on voluntary basis.

Over 200 scientists, teachers, engineers and workers of
other specialities work at the Presidium of the Central
Board on voluntary basis in its various seclions and
councils. All in all there are over 23,000 enthusiasts working
in the Society as members of the elected leading organs,
group organisers, members of various commissions. Their
work is fruiliul in the solution of many practical questions.

The Society continues to develop and consolidate demo-
cratic principles, strict observance of accountability of the
clected leading bodies before its clectors in the terms writ-
tent down in the Rules. Al sides of the activity of the Society
are freely and thoroughly discussed at the general meetings
of the Society members. They promote the activity and
interest in the work in all members of the Society.

Il. PROFESSIONAL TRAINING AND
RATIONAL EMPLOYMENT

t is several year: siow that the seethigly unattainable
dream about the employment of all the blind who wished
to work has been realized in the Soviet Union. This means
that conditions have been created when the wish of every
persoit to work immediately finds practical solution. tle
recefves professional training and {hie work that intercsts
him at an enterprise of the Society, at state plants and
factories or at the collective or state farms. It can be said
with all confidence that this can be realized only in a
socialist state. "
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See all thie blind who wished to oblain work, practi-
vally bave ity e main task of the Society today is {o make
their employment rational. This mvans organisation of such
production and health conditions at the enterprises that
will facilitate the refertion of residual vision, hearing and
sense of touch. ;

The Society sees ta it that all blind people get the jobs
they can do best. They work in this on scientiiie basis in
co-operation with engineers and  technicians, doctors,
psyctiologists and physiologists.

Schoois of social and labour rehabilitation are the main
link in the initial vocational {raining ol blind people. In the
last four pears alone of the 1,500 blind people who have
received vocational training at the Cheboksary and Bivsk
schools the greater part went to work at the vocatnonal and
production cnterprises of the Society where teaching blind
masxs professions remain the basic kind of professional
training. Over 3,300 have received various professions there
and 11,000 went through reiresher courses. 11 should be
noted that the work of the blind is cmplowd in prmlmhon
in over three hundred professions,

The vonstruction of large production and administrative
buildings at the Society's enterprises helped largely to re-
solve questions of high culture and aesthetics of production.
Techuological processes are infroduced on the basis of
scientific organisation of labour, Thus the tasks of the ra-
tional employment of the blind at industrial enterprises is
being tackled quite successiully,

It recent vears the Central Board began to draw re-
search organisations into the elaboration of various pro-
blems of rational emploviment. Thus the Leningrad labora-

Ltory conductiong research in functional possibilifies of the
organ of vision is drawing up recommendations of the
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HI. DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTION

Production work is the most important spliere of the
aclivity of the All-Russia Society for the Blind.

The development of the Society’s training and produ-
ction enterprises ensures the implementation of the task of
rational employment of all the blind and creates the neces-
sary economic basis for financing of its entire work. This
task becomes all the more important since they make up a
portion, although rather small, of the general national
cconontic plan of the country. This instills the feeling of-
responsibility in each worker, engineer, technician and
ciployee of an enterprise, helps in raising his activity and
the desire to fulfil his production and economic tasks ahead
of tinme, ,

in the years of the last five-vear plan period (1966—
1970} the Sociely’s enterprises put out products to the
tune of 1,825 million rubles, of which products for the
sum of 144 million rubles were put out over and above the
plan. As compared with previous Five-year plan period the
volume of production went up 42.6 per cent, the productivity
of labour increased by 23.6 per cent and the average
wages — by 20.3 per cent.

The expansion of production capacities was the result
of the ceffort of the workers and employees of the Society's

enterprises who worked with will in order to greet befitingly

the centenary of the birth of Viadimir Leuin, the leader and
fowttder of the Soviet state, which was marked throughout
the country.

In 1971 the output of these cnterprises amounted to
440 milliotf rubles. :

In thé period under discussion the Society aimed along
with technical improvement of its enferprises to enlarge
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and specialise them. The underfaken measures helped to
boost economic eificiency of production, improve its control
and to create better possibilities Tor the rationat employ-
ment and better cultural and living conditions for the blind.

At present the Society has T enterprises cach employ-
ing up to 300 workers, 84 enterprises with over 300 workers
and 32 enterprises which employ over 300 workers. At some
ol the enterprises there work 1,000 and even more workers.
It shonld be noted that the number of the blind at each
ehterprixe varies depending on technology of production
and complexity ol the product, but, nevertheless, comprises
not fess than 50 per cent of the general number of workers.

The  Society has 128 fully-specialised enterprises of
which 46 specialise in manufacturing clectrical engineering
articles, 23 —in light industry goods, 15— in cardboard
articles, 13— in making sparc parts for motor cars, trae-
tors-and  farm  machives, 31 --are engaged in metal-
working: and 17 enterprises combine two of the above
mentioned lines of production.

Of late. to specialise the production, 75 enterprises
started making 85 new kinds of articles for electrical engi-
neering, motorcar and tractor and metal-working bratiches
of industry, as well as bristle and brush articles for indus-
trial use. . :

Of great import is the co-operation of the enterprises
with large works of the state industry for which they supply
various parts and units for their assembly lines. The state
industry placed orders with 138 of our enterprises. The
specific volume of their production make up 41 per cent of
the general volume of production.

When selecting new kinds of articles, further speciali-
sation was planned with a view of mastering new products
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of the similar kind, in line with the profile of these enter-
prises.

As compared with 1966 the output of lighting fixtures,
highvoltage apparatus and transiormars doubled, that of
low-voltage apparatus and motor-car and tractor elecetrical
cquipment went up 40 per cent, motor-car wiring - 80 per
cent, parts and units for molor cars and farm machines -
o0 per cent, tractor parts and units - - 160 per cent, bristle
and brush articles — 240 per cent.

Mechanisation and improvement of technological pro-
cesses are an important factor raising the cificiency of
production.

The amount of plant also showed a marked increase -
metal-cutting -— by 5.8 per cent, cardboard -~ 63.6 per cent,
forging and pressing - 9 per cent, wood-working —~ 20 per
cenit, power - 283 per cent, ;

Besides, at presend, over 5,000 non-standard units are
operating at the Society’s enterprises made by ils own
technicians and 233 convevor lines installed.

Nearly four thousand workers, engineers and techuicians
take an active part in rationalising work that makes up an
immense cconomic reserve of production. In 1969 and 1970
alone 7,142 rationalising suggestions were made which
netted over » million rubles annually.

The Sociely's enterprises receive sizable help from the
Special Designing Burcau of the Society. In the last four
years the Burcau developed 232 new technological projects
and processes; 612 closed-in stamps and various devices for
the work of the blind, 47 special machines and semii-auto-
mats, 188 conveyor lines and hoisting devices, 480 technical
conditions and norms of consumption of raw maternals for
the manufactured articles, The Bureau regularly publishes
technical literature on the exchange of experience.
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Along with the increase in production expanded mate-
rial and technical suppty which ensures annnal fulfilment
of the target production plans. The contralised funds on raw
materials, various production materials and transport in
this period went up by more than 40 per cent.

The growing technical equipment of the enterprises and
the expansion of the range of employment of the blind
demanded special attention to safety technique and labour
protection. In 1970 1,200,000 rubles allocated for this pur-
pose, the figure that considerably exceeded the expenditures
~in the previous years, went into the improvement of the
" conditions and making safe the work of the blind.

In recent vears the Sociely constantly worked on {he
improvement of planning of production.

Reorganisation of production, its enlargement and spe-
ciatisation, improvement of the living conditions of the
workers of our enterprises and members of the Society
could be successiully implemented only on the basis of the
wide-scale capital construction. The Society builds new
houses on its own funds. The work is carried out by the
state building organisations in accordance with the plan
established by the Government.

As compared with the last period under review, the
volume of capital investments in 1967-1970 went wup by
25 per cent and amounted to 102,300,000 rubles, of which
78,300,000 were spent on capital construction and assembly
work. Capital investements into housing construction com-
prised 54 per cent, into the construction of production
buildings -— 37 per cent, construction of clubs — 4 per cent,
sanatoriums and holiday homes -3 per cent, children’s
preschool establishments — 2 per cent. A

These years saw the commissioning of 539,000 sq. m. of
production and auxiliary buildings, 270,500 sq. m. of living
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space, preschool establishments for 1,230 children and elubs
scating 800 people. ‘

The construction of complexes which is under way and
which include production, administration and ceotomic,
living, cultural and weliare buildings has fully justified
itself since they provide all the necessary amenities for the
blind and their families. o

The Communist Party and the Soviet Government highly
evaluated the achievements of the Sociely workers, In -
honour of the 50 vears of the Soviet state celebrated in 1967
and Jor the successful implementation of the five-yecar
production planactive work in the field of social provision
of the blind 312 front-rank workers, engineers, technicians
and employees of the enterprises and organisations of the
Society were awarded in 1971 the orders and miedals of the
Soviet Union.

612 hest workers of the enterprises and orgatisations
of the Sovicty received the medal “For Valiant Labour in_. -
Honour of the V. 1. Lenin's Birth Centenary™.

The workers, engineers and technicians of the Socicty, -
together with all Soviet people, fitled with patriotic striving’
to implement grandeois decisions of the 24th Congress of «
the CPSU in the shortest time possible, have launched the
socialist emulation and work for the fulfilment of the fat-
gets of the ninth five-vear plan ahead of time.

IV. MASS WORK

The developing production and economic activity of the
Sociely along with capital construction have created the
fiecessary muterial, technical and financiat basis for. fur-
thering and expanding mass educational and cuttural work,
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The Society has 16 clubs and 794 recreation  rooms
equipped with the necessary furniture, teaching aids and
apparatus. o

Lectures on scienlific, technical, cconomic and political

- subjects, literary readings, film shows and recreation cve-
nings are being held regularly there.

Much attention is being paid to the work with youth for
whomt excursions, tourist hikes, meetings with heroes of

labour are organised. Children are not forgotten either.
Lectures in pedagogics and upbringing of children are read
for blind parents.

Over two thousand dramatic, dance, music, song, lite-
rature and other circles organised at the clubs and recre-
ation rooms attended by 24,000. More than 22,000 blind
_sportsment frequent 1,550 sports sections {athletics, gymna-
Csties) wrestling, swimming, skiing, chess and draughts).
- Together with the USSR Ministry of Culture and the
~Central Committee of Trade Unions the Sociely held in 1970
the All-Union Amature Art Festivat in which participated

3.000 blind artists.

The programmes of the amature arl collectives were

~distinet for their high performance skill and variety of .

genres, ‘ ,
-~ 496 collectives, perioriners and directors of {he sections
- were awarded diplomas of the 1st and 2nd category by the
'RSFSR Ministry of Culture for their creative achievements. -
. Physical culture and sport have become part and parsel
~of the life of the blind. Seven blind sportsmen received the
title of Master of Sport in cliess and draughts, Candidate
~of Master of Sport in chess and draughts — three sport-
~smen, three in'Greco-Roman wrestling, one in gymnastics;
- 700 blind sportsmen reccived the first sports rating.
- Our_sportsmen successfully compete in the All-Union
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chess and draughts competitions of the sociclics of the
blind and invariably capture individual and team first
places.

In 1968 our track and ifeld team for the fifth time run-
ning won the first place in the international youth compe-
titions of the socialist countries in athletics held in Moscow,
Our chess plavers brought gold medals from the 3rd Inter-
natienal Chess Olympiad jor the Blind held in Britain in
1968 in which teams Trom 20 countries took part. That same
year they came up victorious plaving against the team irom
Yugoslavia in the chess tournament in Moscow and in
1969 - in Yugoslavia.

The book plavs a big role in the ideological and avsthe-
tic education. In the Soviet Union all libraries for the blind,
like all libraries in the country belong to the state. At pres
sent Russian Federation boasts 71 state regional libraries
and 992 maobile libraries for the blind with the hook stock
of 2,100,000 including 1,400,000 velumes in braille editions
which cater 10 82,000 readers.

- Enferprises and local organisations of the Socicty take
an active part in the work of the libraries hetping to popu-
farise books antong the blind, in organisation of bibliogra-
phic information, “organising recaders’ conferences and
literature evenings. ‘

The All-Russia Society for the Blind constantiy allocates
funds for building and equipping libraries for stocking its
hook storages.

All literature for the blind in braille editions is published
by the State Prosveshclieniye Publishing fouse which
drawsa up its plans in concord with the All-Russia Society
for the Blind. Iun the 1967—1970 period, the Publishing
House put out 1,150 editions of Russian, classical, Soviet
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JAruitoxt provided by ERIC



these schools aiter  receiving nine-year and completed
cducation in the period between 1966—69.

The Society renaars assistance to the organs of public
education in improving preschoot upbringing of the blind
children, in  edneating  and upbriuging  schoolchildren
completely blind or those with poor sight.

Over 11,000 pupils study in 50 boarding schools for the
blind and in 23 schools for childrenr with poor  sight, At
present general compulsory nine-vear education of the blind
children has been introduced on ‘the whole throughout the
Russtan Federation. The Socicly's organisations render
great material help in repairing shops. Nearly one million
rubles are allocated annually to schools for buving cquip-
ment for study rooms, economic, cultural and sports
articles, for the Tunctioning of music, song, dramatic and
physical culture and sport circles, Seuior pupils undergo
production practicals at the training-production enterprises
of the Sovciety.

Special schools give pupits  solid general and  poly-
technic training. Most of their graduates work with will
at the Society’s enterprises and take an active part in public
life, ‘ ;

Many of the graduates enter specialised and higher
schoots. They are helped in selecting and acquiring litera-
ture and are provided with paid secretaries-readers. After
graduating from their schools they arc granted jobs in their
specialities. .

Public commissions set up under the Central Board of
the Society which inchude blind - scientists, teachers and
other specialists have worked out and are preparing for
publication a unified system of recording mathematical,

~ chemical and physical designations and the first stage of
the Braille system of shorthand in Russian. These novellics
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wilt be of great hielp in process of education of the blind in
scecondary and higher schools,

V. SOCIAL AND WELFARE SERVICE

The Al-Russia Society jor the Blind pavs much atten-
tion to social and weliare serviee regarding this work as
otie of the most important. )

During the period under review over 34,000 workers and
employees of the Society and their families received new
flats.  Besides  extraordinary grauts  to the tune of
2,600,000 vubles were allocated for the construction and
repairing individual homes of the members of Lhe Society in
rural areas.

- LEvery vear the Society pavs for the rest and treatment
of 17,000 werkers and employees: tearly 12,000 children go
to summer Pioneer camps.

In 1972 a savatorium for 250 persons will be opened in
Gelenjik on the Black Sea coast. ‘

~ Special rooms set up at the enlerprises provide medical

- service for the workers and employees aud together with

medical establishiments conduct * regular prevention  and

~treatiment measures for blind persons.

In 197241975 the Society will allocale funds for the

- contruction of 43 eye-hospitals and thus further. improve

‘medical treatment of eve diseases.

The demand for the blind education equipment is gro-
wing with every vear. Over 40 articles of this kind are made

~at the fraining-production foclories and state planis and
factories. The arlicles {0 be put out in 1972 will include
“houschold weights, room thermometres with relicf designa-
ions, folding walking sticks, study aids in mathematics,

reliel globes for senior blind pupils, sets of joiner's tools

- and so on. A specialised shop for “making educational
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cquipment  for the blid has becir et up at one of the
Society’s factories in Moscow. \ commission on blind edu-
cational  equipment  consisting  of representatives of the
societies for the olind of the nnion republies will co ordinate
the efforts of the societios incdeveloping and mianufacturing
caitipment Tor the hlind.

Extensive work has heen done by the laboratory of the
clectronic vision of the Institate of  Medical  Tnstrument
Makiitg of the USSR Ministry of Medical Industry. It has
developed ultra-sound ccho-sounder, portable  and  stati-
onary devices for reading printed tests, a television adapter
which allows persons with poor sight to watch T\ prograni-
mes and so o,

Considering that the “talking book™ wins ever greater
popularity tape recorders are issued to war velerans free of
charge and a 30 per cent discount is granted o invalids
with poor sight. Certain other equipment {or the blimd such
as tapewriters, apparatus for weiting, walking sticks and
so o1t are alse sold at discount.

The Central republican school training dog-watkers’
for the blind and a speicalised shop cater o the blind inva-
tids, During the period under review the school gave over
to them 313 dog-walkers while the shop in the same period
posted 230,000 parcels to blind buyers to all corners of the.
cotintry,

VI. TRAINING LEADING CADRES

The correct development of all aspects of the activities
of the Socicty and successfol implementation of the tasks

facing it is prove that the All-Russian Society for the Blind N

has at its disposal well-cducated and highly-qualificd admi-

Cnistrative and engincering cadres well-versed in their

work,




Constant atfention is paid 1o the selection, arrangement
and training of cadres. The stail of adminiswators, engi-
neers and technicians has improved quile considerably.
108 vouny specialists from the graduates of the  higher
schools of the conntry came to work at the Tactories.

Refresher groups for lactory directors, chiet engincers,
deputy directors for educational work, heads of planning
departments and cveonomists, chiel and senior accountants,
heads of shops and technologists, as well as, {oremen, were
organised at the Refresher Institute for raising the qualifi-
cation of leading personel run by the Society. The workers
occupying tiese posts are summoned to the institute once in
three years for raising their quilification and for exchange
of expericnce. I tio last four vears 3,200 responsible wor-
kers of the Society’s enterprises went through the refresher
courses at this Institute. Studies are conducted on the

“means of the Society with the wages beiug retained at their
places of work.

89 per cent of the direclors of enlerprises and 95 per cent
of their deputics for cducational work are blind. In a num-
ber of cases the blind persons work as  heads of shops.
However, of fate there is a lack of cadres from among the
blind for promotion to leading posts. The Society regards
it as its immediale task to organise at the Instifute special
two-or-three-year courses for training leaders and orga-
nisers of production from among the blind with higher

“education, ‘

fn selecting and training leading cadres account should

be taken of the fact that the present- -day production and
Aechnical level of the Society's enterprises  urgently de-
1nands more qualified cconotnie, technical and organisatio-
‘nal leadreship of the collectives of factories, shops and
sechon\
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VII. FINANCES

Leonomic activity ensured the Society stable finaucial
position. The work of all its factories and shops is profi-
table and they are solvent, :

The Society's budget between 1967 and 1970 inereased
by 33 per cent. Balance-sheet  profit  amounted to
358,200,600 rubles while expenditures for the same period
came up to 247,900,000 rubles, This sum was spent as fol-
lows: 55 per cent on capital investments, building schools
for the blind children, improvement of roads and so on,
5.9 per cent on replenishinent of working capital of the
foctories and shwops, 6.8 per cent on cultural and educa-
tional work and training of cadres, 5.4 per cent on medical
and maleriat help to the Socicly's members and on heallh
measures for the children. :

From the ciled figures it is evident that the lmll\ of the
funds is chanelled into capital investments and replenish-
ment of the working capital of the factories and shops. The
expenditures on medical and maternal help to members of
the Socicty have gone up considerably.

“We can say with all confidence that the resulis of cco-
nobic activity of the factories and shops atlow to' direct
sufficient means on the implementation of practical lasks
of the Society aimed at expanding and improving of pro-
duction, launching new capilal  construction, resolving
problems oi rationat employment, further perfectioning of
the cultural and educational service of the blind and also
improvitig the condition of boarding schools for the blind
children, conducling measures prc\enhng blinduess and
those of socio-niedical rchabilitation of thie blind. )

The All-Russia Society for the Blind scored sizabie
sticeesses in its work only due to the censtant help rendered”
by the Communist Parly and the Soviet Government:

90

R .1 7ex Provided by ERIC




Qualilative rationat cmplosment of the blind becanme the
foundation of the work of the Soctety and fielped to stimu-
late progress and improve its activity.

However, we are aware that there are shorteomings in
the work of the Society and mauy problems that vel 1o be
solved.

The implementation of the fasks of the Sociely cnsuing
from the Decigsions of the 244 Congress of the CPSU and
the Five-Year Plan adopted by it will demand considerable
effort on the part of cach worker, high public and labour

Cactivily,

Workers, engineers, technicians, eniplovees and  all
members of the all-Russia Socicty for the Blind participating
in the country-wide sodiatist emulation will score new Stie-

cesses and thus make their contribution to the realisation

of the historical decisions of the 24th Congress of the CPSU.
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